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I'd like you to help me answer the question of how the USA's political and cultural leaders 
restored norms in the wake of McCarthyism. Please provide me with some specific 
examples that illustrate the history of the rolling back of McCarthyism from its peak during 
the Red Scare and through the following decades. I specifically want to know the names of 
key people in this history and also any popular culture products that were influential. In 
your response, please cite some scholarly monographs and journal articles, including 
ISBNs, DOIs, and full bibliographic citations. 

Thought for 1m 15s 

I'll verify the identifiers before giving you the bibliography, since ISBNs and DOIs are exactly 
the kind of thing that shouldn't be quoted from memory. 

Searched the web 

Here's a working answer, organized by the three arenas where the rollback actually 
happened — the Senate, the courts/Congress, and the culture industries — followed by a 
bibliography whose identifiers I checked against publisher and journal records. 

Framing: three overlapping rollbacks, not one 

McCarthy the man was neutralized quickly (1954). The machinery of McCarthyism — 
loyalty programs, congressional investigating committees, the Attorney General's list, the 
blacklist — took two more decades to dismantle, and the memory of the era was contested 
into the 1990s. Historians also disagree about whether norms were "restored" at all: Ellen 
Schrecker and Landon Storrs argue that the anticommunist consensus survived 
McCarthy's fall and permanently narrowed American political discourse, while Robert 
Griffith's classic argument is that McCarthy was never an aberration but a product of 
ordinary Senate politics, which is why ordinary Senate politics could also dispose of him. 

Phase 1 — Political leaders break McCarthy (1950–1954) 

• Margaret Chase Smith (R-Maine), "Declaration of Conscience," June 1, 1950, co-
signed by six Republican senators — the first elite Republican repudiation, four 
months after Wheeling. 



• Herblock (Herbert Block) coined "McCarthyism" in a March 1950 Washington 
Post cartoon; his cartoons gave the phenomenon its enduring visual grammar 
(McCarthy climbing out of a sewer, etc.). 

• Dwight Eisenhower — Fred Greenstein's "hidden-hand" thesis: Ike refused to 
attack McCarthy publicly but orchestrated the Army's counteroffensive and the 
Executive Privilege order (May 1954) that cut off McCarthy's access to executive-
branch witnesses. 

• Edward R. Murrow and Fred Friendly, See It Now, "A Report on Senator Joseph R. 
McCarthy," CBS, March 9, 1954. Thomas Rosteck's monograph treats the four 
McCarthy-related broadcasts as rhetorical texts; Thomas Doherty argues more 
broadly that television, far from being McCarthyism's handmaiden, was structurally 
hostile to it. 

• Joseph N. Welch, Army counsel, Army–McCarthy hearings, June 9, 1954 ("Have you 
no sense of decency?"). The hearings' 188 broadcast hours are the pivot point in 
almost every account; Emile de Antonio's compilation documentary Point of 
Order (1964) later fixed them in cultural memory. 

• Ralph Flanders (R-Vermont) introduced the censure resolution (July 1954); Arthur 
Watkins (R-Utah) chaired the select committee; Lyndon Johnson, as minority 
leader, engineered the Democratic bloc vote and kept the process procedurally 
boring — Robert Caro's Master of the Senate has the fullest narrative. The Senate 
"condemned" McCarthy 67–22 on December 2, 1954. J. William Fulbright had cast 
the lone vote against McCarthy's subcommittee appropriation earlier that year. 

Phase 2 — Courts and Congress dismantle the machinery (1955–1977) 

• The Warren Court. Slochower v. Board of Education (1956), then "Red Monday," 
June 17, 1957 — Yates v. United States, Watkins v. United States, Sweezy v. New 
Hampshire, Service v. Dulles — gutting Smith Act prosecutions and reining in HUAC-
style inquiries. Hugo Black's 1951 Dennis dissent had predicted the Court would 
reverse itself "in calmer times," which is Arthur Sabin's title. Key justices: Earl 
Warren, Hugo Black, William O. Douglas, William Brennan. Robert Lichtman's 
book is the essential caution here: congressional backlash caused the Court to 
retreat, with Felix Frankfurter leading a five-justice majority that effectively nullified 
earlier decisions (e.g., Barenblatt, 1959), and only after Frankfurter's retirement and 
Arthur Goldberg's arrival in August 1962 did the Court again consistently vindicate 
individual rights in "Communist" cases. Albertson v. SACB (1965) and United States 
v. Robel (1967) finished off the McCarran Act's core provisions. Amazon 

https://www.amazon.com/Supreme-Court-McCarthy-Era-Repression-Decisions/dp/0252037006


• HUAC's decline. The May 1960 San Francisco City Hall protests, and HUAC's own 
propaganda film Operation Abolition (which backfired on campuses), marked the 
committee's loss of legitimacy. Frank Wilkinson's National Committee to Abolish 
HUAC (1960) led the campaign; HUAC was renamed the House Internal Security 
Committee in 1969 and abolished in January 1975. The Senate Internal Security 
Subcommittee followed in 1977. 

• Executive branch. Nixon's Executive Order 11785 (1974) abolished the Attorney 
General's List of Subversive Organizations, the administrative backbone of the 
loyalty program since 1947. Robert Justin Goldstein's American Blacklist (University 
Press of Kansas, 2008) is the monograph on the list. 

• Oppenheimer. The 1954 revocation of J. Robert Oppenheimer's clearance was 
symbolically reversed with the Fermi Award (announced by Kennedy, presented by 
Johnson, December 1963) and formally vacated by the Department of Energy in 
December 2022 — a good example of how long "restoration" can take. 

Phase 3 — The culture industries break the blacklist (1960–1976) 

• Dalton Trumbo, screen credit on Spartacus (Kirk Douglas) and Exodus (Otto 
Preminger), both 1960 — the conventional "end" of the blacklist. John F. 
Kennedy publicly crossed an American Legion picket line to see Spartacus in 
February 1961. 

• John Henry Faulk v. AWARE, Inc. (1962). The CBS radio host, represented by Louis 
Nizer, won a $3.5 million libel verdict (reduced on appeal) against the blacklisting 
outfit run by Vincent Hartnett and Laurence Johnson. Faulk's memoir Fear on 
Trial (1964) became a CBS TV film in 1975 — itself a sign that the networks were 
ready to dramatize their own complicity. 

• Pete Seeger returned to network television on The Smothers Brothers Comedy 
Hour (1967–68) after a 17-year ban; CBS's censorship of "Waist Deep in the Big 
Muddy" made the episode a cause célèbre. 

• Ring Lardner Jr. (Hollywood Ten) won the screenplay Oscar for MASH* (1970) under 
his own name; Waldo Salt for Midnight Cowboy (1969). 

• Charlie Chaplin's honorary Oscar and return to the U.S. (1972). 

• Woody Allen / Martin Ritt / Walter Bernstein, The Front (1976), made by 
blacklistees and closing on their names and blacklist dates; Lillian 
Hellman, Scoundrel Time (1976), which triggered the still-running argument about 



the memoir's accuracy. Victor Navasky's Naming Names (1980) reframed the era 
around the moral problem of the informer. 

• Credit restoration. The Writers Guild restored blacklist-era credits in waves from 
the 1980s on (Trumbo's Roman Holiday story credit, 2011). Elia Kazan's 1999 
honorary Oscar — with Nick Nolte and Ed Harris pointedly not applauding — 
showed the wounds were still open; Jon Lewis's Cinema Journal article opens with 
that scene. Good Night, and Good Luck (2005) and Trumbo (2015) are the canonical 
late retellings. 

Popular-culture products that did work at the time 

Arthur Miller, The Crucible (1953); Carl Foreman's High Noon (1952); Salt of the Earth (1954, 
made by blacklistees); Storm Center (1956, Bette Davis as a librarian who refuses to pull a 
book); Invasion of the Body Snatchers (1956, read both ways); Richard Rovere's Senator Joe 
McCarthy (1959), the first influential post-mortem; The Manchurian Candidate (1962), 
whose Senator Iselin is an explicit McCarthy parody; Bob Dylan's "Talkin' John Birch 
Paranoid Blues" (cut from Ed Sullivan, 1963); Richard Hofstadter's "The Paranoid Style in 
American Politics" (Harper's, 1964), which gave liberals the interpretive frame they used for 
decades; Point of Order (1964). 

Bibliography (identifiers verified) 

Monographs 

• Doherty, Thomas. Cold War, Cool Medium: Television, McCarthyism, and American 
Culture. Film and Culture. New York: Columbia University Press, 2003. ISBN 
9780231129527 (cloth); 9780231129534 (paper). Brandeis University 

• Lichtman, Robert M. The Supreme Court and McCarthy-Era Repression: One 
Hundred Decisions. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 2012. ISBN 
9780252037009. DOI 10.5406/illinois/9780252037009.001.0001. Oxford Academic 

• Oshinsky, David M. A Conspiracy So Immense: The World of Joe McCarthy. New 
York: Free Press, 1983; repr. New York: Oxford University Press, 2005. ISBN 
9780195154245 (OUP paperback). Open Library 

• Rosteck, Thomas. See It Now Confronts McCarthyism: Television Documentary and 
the Politics of Representation. Studies in Rhetoric and Communication. Tuscaloosa: 
University of Alabama Press, 1994. ISBN 9780817307059; paperback 
9780817351915. Amazon 

https://scholarworks.brandeis.edu/esploro/outputs/book/Cold-War-Cool-Medium-Television-McCarthyism/9924085729001921?institution=01BRAND_INST
https://academic.oup.com/illinois-scholarship-online/book/22646
https://openlibrary.org/books/OL3397626M/A_conspiracy_so_immense
https://www.amazon.com/See-Now-Confronts-McCarthyism-Representation/dp/0817307052


• Sabin, Arthur J. In Calmer Times: The Supreme Court and Red Monday. Philadelphia: 
University of Pennsylvania Press, 1999. ISBN 9780812235074. AbeBooks 

• Schrecker, Ellen. Many Are the Crimes: McCarthyism in America. Boston: Little, 
Brown, 1998 (ISBN 978-0-316-77470-3); Princeton paperback 1999, ISBN 
9780691048703. H-Net 

• Storrs, Landon R. Y. The Second Red Scare and the Unmaking of the New Deal Left. 
Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2012. 

Journal articles 

• Griffith, Robert. "The Political Context of McCarthyism." Review of Politics 33, no. 1 
(January 1971): 24–35. DOI 10.1017/S0034670500025365. Cambridge Core 

• Griffith, Robert. "Ralph Flanders and the Censure of Senator Joseph R. 
McCarthy." Vermont History 39 (Winter 1971): 5–20. (No DOI.) 

• Lewis, Jon. "'We Do Not Ask You to Condone This': How the Blacklist Saved 
Hollywood." Cinema Journal 39, no. 2 (Winter 2000): 3–30. DOI 
10.1353/cj.2000.0002. Project MUSE 

• Storrs, Landon R. Y. "Red Scare Politics and the Suppression of Popular Front 
Feminism: The Loyalty Investigation of Mary Dublin Keyserling." Journal of American 
History 90, no. 2 (September 2003): 491–524. DOI 10.2307/3659442. Oxford 
Academic 

Standard works I did not verify identifiers for in this pass (all real, well-known titles — 
check ISBNs before citing): Griffith, The Politics of Fear: Joseph R. McCarthy and the 
Senate (2nd ed., UMass Press, 1987); Fried, Nightmare in Red: The McCarthy Era in 
Perspective (Oxford UP, 1990); Greenstein, The Hidden-Hand Presidency: Eisenhower as 
Leader (Basic Books, 1982); Caro, Master of the Senate (Knopf, 2002); Navasky, Naming 
Names (Viking, 1980); Ceplair and Englund, The Inquisition in Hollywood (1980; U. Illinois 
Press, 2003); Goldstein, American Blacklist (UP Kansas, 2008); Broadwater, Eisenhower 
and the Anti-Communist Crusade (UNC Press, 1992); Rovere, Senator Joe McCarthy (1959; 
UC Press reprint, 1996). 

One correction worth flagging for your hallucination-examples file: my initial recall of the 
Lewis DOI and the Sabin ISBN were both off by a digit or two before I checked them. That's 
exactly the class of error these identifiers invite. 

https://www.abebooks.com/9780812235074/Calmer-Times-Supreme-Court-Red-081223507X/plp
https://networks.h-net.org/node/7753/reviews/7964/cherny-schrecker-many-are-crimes-mccarthyism-america
https://www.cambridge.org/core/services/aop-cambridge-core/content/view/069DBFBD72C473D39A97074F96C5FEA7/S0034670500025365a.pdf/the-political-context-of-mccarthyism.pdf
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/7478
https://academic.oup.com/jah/article-abstract/90/2/491/768228?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/jah/article-abstract/90/2/491/768228?redirectedFrom=fulltext


A deeper investigation could build out a fully verified bibliography across the legal, political, 
and film-history literatures, including the post-2000 revisionist work and the Kazan and 
Hellman controversies. 

Suggested research 

Verified multi-field bibliography on the dismantling of McCarthy-era institutions and the 
blacklist 

(5–10 minutes) 

Start the research 

Bibliography on rolling back McCarthyism 

 

 

Research complete• 

330 sources 

• 

8m 56s 

Your verified scholarly bibliography on the rollback of McCarthyism (c. 1950–2000s) is 
ready. It organizes roughly forty publisher-verified sources across four arenas—Senate self-
correction (Griffith, Oshinsky, Caro, Tye), judicial and congressional dismantling (Lichtman, 
Sabin, Belknap, Stone, Powe, Goldstein), cultural and blacklist reversal (Navasky, 
Ceplair/Englund, Doherty, Buhle/Wagner), and the historiographical debate over whether 
norms were truly restored (Schrecker, Storrs)—with ISBN-13s and DOIs checked against 
publisher pages, Crossref, JSTOR, Project MUSE, and library catalogs. Edition traps 
(hardcover vs. paperback vs. reprint) are flagged throughout, and a closing section 
quarantines items (Hofstadter, Bell, Haynes/Klehr's Venona, Trumbo and Hellman 
biographies/memoirs, and film-studies monographs) that could not be identifier-verified 
within budget rather than assigning them guessed identifiers. The report closes with 
citation recommendations and a structural argument that restoration was procedural and 
partial rather than substantive. 

Rolling Back McCarthyism: A Verified Scholarly Bibliography on the Restoration of U.S. 
Political and Cultural Norms, 1950–2000s 

Document  


